Metropolitan Council Representatives’ Report to the Diocese of New
- England Archpriest Patrick Bums and David Zavednak

It continues to be an honor to serve you as your representatives to the Metropolitan Council.
The Metropolitan Council conducted several meetings this year via Zoom with our Fall
session as an ‘in person’ meeting held in Springfield, VA. Minutes along with good summaries
of each meeting are available on the OCA web site. Below is a summary of each of our
meetings.

1. Spring Sesslon of the Metropolitan Council: The Regular Spring 2025 Session met via
ZOOM on Tuesday, February 25 and Thursday, February 27, 2025.

On Tuesday, February 25, His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon opened the session with prayer
and delivered his report. His Beatitude emphasized the need to take concrete steps toward
acquiring a permanent chancery, recognizing its critical role in supporting the operations of
the OCA.

Archpriest Alessandro Margheritino presented his report outlining the administrative work of
the Chancery, inter-Orthodox affairs, ongoing projects, and an update on the preparations for
the upcoming 218t All-American Council.

Reports were presented by the Property Committee on the sale of the Westwood property
and General Council on various legal matters affecting the Church.

The session resumed on Thursday, February 27, with an internal audit report which
highlighted the findings of the recent audit and noted the stable financial position of the
Orthodox Church in America.

The Pension Board and a subsequent discussion with the Pension Committee presented the
ongoing health and sustainability of the OCA Pension Plan. The Treasurer of the OCA
presented the financial report with an overview of the Church’s current financial standing. He
also introduced a resolution proposing financial support for the Diocese of Alaska to help
offset expenses related to the upcoming canonization of St. Olga in June which was
unanimously approved.

The HR & Ethics Committee provided an update on the study on compensation guidelines for
Chancery employees and Archpriest Nicholas Solak presented the report of the Office of
Pastoral Life which addressed the ongoing initiatives to support clergy wellness and pastoral
care.

2. Special Session — April 28, 2025: A Special Session of the Metropolitan Council was called
by Metropolitan Tikhon via ZOOM to review and act on two topics:

* Approve the renewal of the lease for the temporary Chancery office in Springfield, VA.

* Approve the OCA funding resolution to be presented at the upcoming 21st All-American
Council.

Lease of Temporary Chancery: Because the OCA does not have sufficient ‘available’ assets
to proceed with purchasing property for a new Chancery in the Washing DC area, Father
Alessandro Margheritino presented a new 3 year lease for the existing temporary office in
Springfield, VA. He was able to negotiate the OCA'’s ability to terminate the lease at any time
providing ninety days advance notice. As background, the OCA has been looking for a
permanent location for the Chancery. OCA Treasurer Andrew Smith has been investigating
methods to secure the necessary financing and has been working with various financial
institutions; however, the State of New York does not allow the OCA to borrow from the
endowments (temporarily and permanently restricted) nor allowing use of these endowments
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as collateral for financing purposes. Similarly, the OCA cannot use the Westwood property as
collateral since it is under contract. This results in financing solely dependent on cash flow.
As such, financial institutions are unable to offer the needed funding to allow purchase of any

property.

Motion was made to approve the lease for the Chancery offices in Springfield, VA and was
approved.

OCA Funding Resolution: Father Alessandro presented the proposed resolution to fund the
OCA for the next three years. The resolution is similar to the resolution approved at the 19t
and 20" All American Councils. Motion was made to approve the resolution and was
approved.

* For the budget years 2026 and following, until the next All-American Council, each .

territorial diocese with the exception of Canada; Mexico and Alaska shall remit its annual
financial obligation for the work of the Synodal Chancery at the rate of 34% of their
current year “budgeted net operating revenue’.

* For the budget years 2026 and following, until the next All-American Council, the

Archdiocese of Canada and the Diocese of Alaska shall remit their annual diocesan

financial obligation at the rate of 10% of their current year “budgeted net operating
revenue’. -

* The financial arrangements of the non-territorial dioceses (Romanian Episcopate,

Albanian Archdiocese, and Bulgarian Diocese) are based upon agreements made when
they entered the OCA and are within the competency of the Holy Synod, subject to
periodic review.

* “Budgeted net operating revenue” is defined as all revenue budgeted for the current year

by the diocese, with the exception of pass-through activity that benefits a third party or funds
a special initiative (e.g., scholarship funds, capital campaigns, revenue or expenses
associated with donor restricted funds unless the restriction is for operations).

3. Special Session to Review Candidate for Chancelor: The special session was called by

Metropolitan Tikhon on May 28, 2025, via ZOOM to nominate Father Alessandro Margheritino
as Chancelor of the OCA. After some discussion, the Metropolitan Council voted to accept
Metropolitan Tikhon's nomination of Father Alessandro. As an added note, the Holy Synod
confirmed Father Alessandro in a special session later May 21st,

4. Special Session to Discuss Law Enacted by the State of Washington: A special session

of the Metropolitan Council was called by Metropolitan Tikhon on June 10, 2025, via ZOOM,
The primary agenda item was discussion regarding a newly enacted law in the State of
Washington that imposes mandatory reporting obligations on clergy, including in situations
that would require breaking the seal of confession.

Mark Hamilton, General Counsel for the OCA provided the foIIoWing information:

Washington State passed a mandatory reporting law on May 2, 2025, that will require
priests to break the seal of confession and make a report to law enforcement under certain
circumstances. This law goes into effect on July 27, 2025. Below is a summary of the most
concerning aspects of the law.

Under the law, “abuse or neglect” is broadly defined to include “sexual abuse, sexual
exploitation, female genital mutilation, trafficking or injury of a child by any person under
circumstances which cause harm to the child’s health, welfare, or safety” or “the negligent
treatment or maltreatment of a child by a person responsible for or providing care to the
child.” See Section 1. (1).
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Negligent treatment or maltreatment” is defined at Section 1 (19) to include even “the
failure to act, or the cumulative effects of a pattern of conduct, heavier, or inaction. ...
[that] constitute a clear and present danger to a child’s health, welfare, or safety....”

In short, this law covers situations beyond sexual abuse and would require priests to report
a wide range of behaviors that could be perceived as threatening a child’s safety or well

being, such corporal punishment, drug or alcohol use in the home, or any number of other
potential issues.

The law requires “any member of the clergy” (along with various other categories of
individuals such as counselors, nurses, law enforcement, etc.) to either directly report, or to
cause a report to be made, to law enforcement whenever that individual “has reasonable
cause to believe that a child has suffered abuse or neglect....” See Section 2 (1) (a).

This law directly impacts the OCA by putting any priests serving in Washington state in a
precarious position. [n essence, priests would be forced to choose between violating either
state law or the sacred traditions and canon law of the Church.

* This law seeks to turn clergy into agents of the state. This will have a disruptive
effect and cause a chilling effect on open and honest confessions.

* This law may be copied in other jurisdictions across the country. Moreover, this sort of
government interference in religious affairs is likely to grow in scope if left
unchallenged.

+ Clergy who disobey this law may be subject to criminal prosecution and penalties.

» This law could affect civil liability for parishes, dioceses and the OCA should a priest
not issue a report or should an alleged perpetrator merely claim to have revealed
reportable information during a confession. The latter scenario is not unlikely
because such an individual (or his defense attorney) would realize that increasing
the liability of the other defendants uitimately shifts collectability of a verdict or

" settlement payment onto others. .

Motion was made to move forward and work with' Alliance Defending Freedom group to
initiate a separate lawsuit to challenge the law. There was much discussion in favor and
against the motion. Those in favor of the motion primarily spoke on the sanctity of the seal of
confession and the penalties placed on the clergy. Those speaking against were concerned
about the negative publicity that the OCA may be subjected to. The motion passed.

As follow-on information as reported on the OCA website, U.S. District Court Judge Rebecca
L. Pennell on July 25% entered an Order granting a stipulated preliminary injunction which
blocks enforcement of a state law requiring clergy to break the seal of confession in cases
involving suspected child abuse. The practical effect of this Order is to prevent Washington
State from enforcing or attempting to enforce Senate Bill 5375 against OCA and other
Orthodox priests until a final judgment is entered in the case. Absent this Order, Senate Bill
5375 would have gone into effect on July 27, 2025.

5. Special Sesslon to Review Candidate for Secretary of the OCA: A special Session of the
Metropolitan Council was called by Metropolitan Tikhon on Jun 17, 2025, via ZOOM to
nominate Father David Bozeman as Secretary of the OCA. After some discussion, the
Metropolitan Council voted to accept Metropolitan Tikhon’s nomination of Father Bozeman.
As an added note, the Holy Synod confirmed Father David in a special session later June
17th.

6. Fall Session of the Metropolitan Councll: The Fall 2025 Session of the Metropolitan
Council met in person at The Hotel Belvoir in Springfield, VA, on Wednesday, October 8
and
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Thursday, October 9, 2025. His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon opened the Council session
with a molieben and delivered his report. He reflected on the life of St. Tikhon and his
commitment to conciliarity and collaboration among bishops, clergy, and the laity.
Metropolitan Tikhon’s full address is available on the OCA web site.

Archpriest Alessandro Margheritino, chancellor of the OCA, presented his report and gave an
overview on the work of the chancery, upcoming projects and priorities, and his recent
domestic and international travel.

Archpriest John Dresko provided his report on the Pension Board and the improving status of
the Pension Plan assets. Favorable investment performance along with increased
participation and the mandated 14% parish contribution and 6% member contribution has
resulted in monthly contributions exceeding the monthly benefits that have been paid out.

Reports were heard from the ‘external’ auditing firm of Satty, Levine, & Ciacco who provided
the results of their recent audit, General Council Mark Hamilton who summarized legal
issues, Protodeacon Peter lichuk who reported on the 218t All American Council and the
upcoming AAC in Dallas, Texas, Archpriest Justin Patterson, Project Manager of the
Departments of the OCA who provided progress report and presented candidates for the

Church Planting Grants program, and Archpriest Nicholas Solak who reported on the Office
of Pastoral Life.

After Divine Liturgy on Thursday, October 9% Mr. Greg Honshul provided an update on the
sale of Westwood with closing expected to occur before mid 2026. Treasurer Andrew Smith
presented the budget for 2026 which the Council approved after much discussion.

The next session of the Metropolitan Council will occur via ZOOM on Tuesday, March 10 and
Thursday, March 12, 2026

Respectfully Submitted
Archpriest Patrick Burns

David Zavednak
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