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2025 Growth Update of Diocese of New England and its Parishes

The following inforrﬁation is offered as background to the discussion of 2026 budget,
and DNE strategy. It combines a look at both 2024 and 2025, since we did not have a
report last year. The format is an expanded version of prior year’s reports.

Recovery in Communicants Continues '

In 2022 we experienced for the first time in a long time growth in the Diocese, which
has continued thru 2025. We still are well below the numbers at the turn of the
century as the chart and table below show:
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Year Member/Communicants  Change Prior listed year

2025 1565 +5.1%
2024 1489 +4.1
2023 1431 +5.3
2022 1359 +2.5
2021 1326 -21.0
2016 1679 -7.3
2010 1812 -15.8
2003 2153



The Number of Large Parishes Increasing and Number of Smallest Declining
We still don’t have the over 150 communicant parishes we had in 2003, or the
number with between 90 to 150 communicants; but the number over 90 is
increasing steadily from the number in 2021.
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Recent Growth Has Been Uneven Across the Deaneries
Loss and growth amongst the deaneries has been uneven as the table below shows.
The CT Deanery has experienced the greatest loss and slowest recovery.

Recent Growth from Prior Year (Basis Fair Share Allocation)

Total Deaneries

Years Diocese Conn. Boston Northern
2019 -10.6% -15.2% -2.8% 5.3%
2020 -3.7 -4.6 0.6 - -6.7

2021 -5.0 -7.0 -1.6 -6

2022 2.5 0.9 -1.0 17.0

2023 5.3 3.0 7.8 11.4

2024 41 1.2 8.2 7.3

2025 5.1 4.2 2.5 12.3

Recovery Since 2021 Has Been Uneven

As the table below shows, overall 14 parishes have not yet returned to their 2003
level. Eleven of those are in the CT Deanery, three in Boston Deanery and none in
the Northern Deanery. All but Boston in the Boston Deanery, and all of Northern



Deanery parishes have grown since 2021, while five parishes in the CT Deanery
have not (Bethel, Bridgeport, Clinton, Springfield MA, and Stamford).
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Considerable Size Overlap Between Parishes with Full Time and Part Time
Rectors
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The largest parish with a part time rector has 77 communicants, while the smallest 2
parish with a full time rector has 44 communicants. Only 5 of the 15 parishes with

full time rectors have more than 77 communicants. Four of the 11 parishes with part

time rectors have 44 or more communicants. There is a fair bit of size overlap. Two

factors appear to be at work: 1) there are parishes that in the past were large and

had a full time rector, who experienced large communicant loss and have not been

able recover; and 2) there are newer parishes that started with a part time rector

and have grown significantly.

Sources:
ParishSizeOverTime2025B.xlsx
2025DNEParishAnalysis01.xlsx



